
The Santa Rosa Rodeo Grounds - Keeping 
Traditions Alive
Edward Paul Waggoner, heir to the half million acre Waggoner ranch, founded the 
Santa Rosa Rodeo Grounds to celebrate, honor, and preserve the history of early 
ranch life. He finished constructing the grounds in late 1946 and a few years later in 
1949 the Santa Rosa Palomino Club formed and really put the state of the art grounds 
on the map.

This year we will be celebrating the 78th anniversary of the Santa Rosa Roundup, the 
annual parade through the streets of downtown Vernon, and the 75th anniversary of 
the world famous Santa Rosa Palomino Club. The rodeo complex consisted of 90 
acres, an outdoor lighted rodeo arena, ten bucking shoots, roping shoots, a 
bandstand, announcers booth, and private owners box known as the "Crows Nests". 
Nearby, Waggoner built a stud barn with horse stalls, offices, a vet clinic, and even a 
28,000 square foot covered riding arena complete with a stage for bands for the 
annual rodeo dance. The arena seats over 7,000 spectators, and is the only rodeo 
arena made of wood in Texas that is still in use today.

The drill routine of a talented horse riding club that would put Vernon on the map 
and reflect the heritage of our hometown was orchestrated by M.K. Berry in 1953. He 
had a background as a cadet during his time at the Virginia Military Institute in 
calvary training and mounted drill. A few years later a color guard was added, then it 
was decided that every rider was to carry a flag and wear a specific color during the 
routine so that all horses and riders matched completely during performances. 
Throughout the years, the Santa Rosa Palomino Club became known for a perfected 
routine, matching golden Palomino horses, colorful attire, and have received many 
invitations to perform in various rodeos/parades across the country along with 
hundreds of awards for outstanding horsemanship.

My grandpa has been a part of the Santa Rosa Palomino Club for almost 30 years, has 
traveled the world, served as president of the club for a short time, and made lifelong 
friends during his time as a member of the riding club. He would often take his wife 
and four girls, my mom being one of them, on the road with him while they would 
perform at different rodeos across the country. Throughout her childhood, my mom 
grew up around the Palomino Club members and their children spending many 
nights and weekends running around the rodeo grounds playing, riding horses, 
feeding them hay and grain, and traveling from town to town and rodeo to rodeo all 
summer long. It was always a big part of her childhood and her father always made it 
an adventure. She remembers having such fond memories as a child and would love 
to pass on the same memories she made as a child on to my brother, sister, and I. 
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My grandpa also wants to keep the tradition ongoing with his family of riding in the 
Santa Rosa Palomino Club for many more generations to come, starting with my little 
brother and I and plans on getting us a horse as soon as we get old enough to ride in 
the Palomino Club. For now, he frequently allows my sister and I to ride his horse, 
Truely, and has taught me valuable lessons while caring for her such as how to feed 
her, put the saddle/bridle on, and even how to groom her properly. Spending time 
with my grandpa while learning how to care for his horse has made such a positive 
impact on my life so far and I plan on continuing to further my knowledge in 
horsemanship, becoming a member of the Santa Rosa Palomino Club, and riding 
alongside my grandfather one day. I hope that one day I will be able to recreate the 
same memories at the Santa Rosa Rodeo Grounds with my children that I have made 
with my mom and that she made with her father.

The Santa Rosa Roundup attracts hundreds of visitors from around the world every 
year to watch the amazing horsemanship of the Santa Rosa Palomino Club, visit one 
of the oldest and few rodeo arenas made completely of wood that is still in use today, 
and lay eyes on the large hand crafted statue of "Poco Bueno", Edward Waggoner's 
beloved quarter horse buried standing up below the statue. Due to the large influx of 
visitors, contestants, and judges the hotels stay full the week of the rodeo, restaurants 
remain packed, and small shops are flourishing with people eager to keep busy until 
the evening festivities of the rodeo begin. During rodeo week certain businesses offer 
reduced hours, schools close early, and other businesses will shut down at noon on the 
first day of the rodeo in order for community members to attend and or perform in 
the Santa Rosa Rodeo Parade before attending the Santa Rosa Roundup that evening. 
This goes to show how important the rodeo grounds are to our community members 
by keeping them involved in the activities of the rodeo, allowing local small businesses 
to become vendors, and shutting down the town to allow members to attend the 
events in order to maintain the ongoing traditions of the historic Santa Rosa Rodeo 
Grounds.

In conclusion, the Santa Rosa Rodeo Grounds are an important part of our history 
ensuring lasting memories for all, allowing local businesses to thrive, and maintaining 
the historical heritage of this small Texas town for generations to come.
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