
A Small Town in a Big City
The history in my community worth saving is Old Town Spring in Spring, Texas. This 
area was founded by Germans in the 1800s. There was good farmland, so they stayed 
and settled. The settlers wanted to transport food to Galveston, so they made a railroad. 
One winter, the railroad workers were very cold. Then after the winter was over, they 
were happy it was springtime and much warmer. They named the creek where they 
camped “Spring Creek” and they named the area “Spring.” The area became a working 
town with businesses and people moving around. The railroad made the settlers create 
a town with houses, stores, an opera house, hospital, lumber mill, bank, hotel, and a 
saloon. Then in the 1920s, people started to leave the area to go to Houston because 
the railroad operations left the area. So the area really slowed down when the people 
left. About 50 years later, the farmers began selling their land to people who could buy 
it and develop it. Those people took the land and developed it to open shops in the old 
buildings and homes, creating Old Town Spring. 

The area of Old Town Spring is now a fun place full of history and has restaurants such 
as the Wunsche Bros cafe, named after the Wunsche family who settled in the area. 
There are candy shops, outdoor eating, and places for families to get treats, like candy 
apples and funnel cakes. The area also has festivals every year bringing lots of people 
to the historic place. In April and May, there is the Texas Crawfish and Music festival. 
People enjoy crawfish, listen to music from bands all over Texas and ride carnival rides, 
which is a lot of fun. In September, there is a car show called the Long Horn Ride Run. 
People come out to see antique cars and see the owners compete for prizes. Visitors 
also shop in the unique shops. In October, there is a PetFest. At the PetFest, visitors 
get to see a dog parade, wiener races, dog shows and costume competitions. Pets can 
also be adopted. Then in November and December, Old Town Spring has the Annual 
Home for the Holidays Shopping Extravaganza. During this event, visitors see beautiful 
Christmas decorations, shop, and kids get to ride in a carriage ride and meet Santa and 
Mrs. Claus. This is my favorite time of year! Over the years there have been several fires 
to some of the buildings, but luckily the buildings have been preserved. When I visit 
Old Town Spring, I like to see the old buildings and imagine what the railroad workers 
were thinking when they settled in this area and what life was like back then. Old Town 
Spring has a rich history that should be forever saved so future generations can learn 
about the small town surrounded by a big city.

4th Grade Grand Prize Winner
A Small Town in a Big City
By Brenton Cloud
Spring, TX


Fourth Grade Grand Prize Winner 1


